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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims are set forth below. Cancelled claims are indicated with 
claim number and status only. The claims as listed below show added text with underlining and 
deleted text with otrikoth rough. The status of each claim is indicated with one of (original), 
(currently amended), (previously presented), (cancelled), (withdrawn), or (new). 

Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 

1 , (Currently Amended) An information distribution apparatus for mediating 
distribution of information jgceived from a sending apparatus of a sender and distributed to a 
receiving apparatus of a receiver , comprising: 

a sending/receiving control part for conducting communication via a network with the 
sending apparatus of-and t he receiving apparatus; 

a distribution rank storage part for storing a distribution rank selected jnadvance by eaeb 
the receiver with respect to distribution information fronrv«aGbme_sender, among distribution 
ranks defining distribution conditions containing designation of a summarization degree of 
distribution information in a plurality of levels; 

a distribution information storage part for storing an original of distribution information 
received fr om the sending apparatus; and 

a summarization processing part for, when receiving a request for distribution of stored 
distribution Information received from the sending apparatus through the sending/receiving 
control part, obtaining from the distribution rank storage part a distribution rank previously 
selected by the receiver of the stored d istribution information with r es p eet - an d selected based on 
its correspondence t o the sender of the_d istribution information ^ from tho sender, from4fre 
distribution rank storage par^-and conducting summarization processing of thedistribution 
information stored in the distribution information storage part in accordance with designation of a 
summarization degree corresponding to the obtained distribution rank, 

wherein the distribution information in accordance with the distribution rank is distributed 
from the sending/receiving control part to-©aeh-Jhereceiving apparatus. 
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2. (Original) An information distribution apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
distribution conditions further include designation of a distribution time. 

3. (Original) An information distribution apparatus according to claim 1 , comprising a 
retransmission processing part for receiving a request for transmission of an original of 
distribution information from a receiver of distribution information subjected to the summarization 
processing, extracting an original stored in the distribution information storage part and 
distributing the original to the receiving apparatus through the sending/receiving control part. 

4. (Original) An information distribution apparatus according to claim 1 , comprising a 
rank information passing part for totalizing distribution ranks stored in the distribution rank 
storage part, and sending the totalized result to the sending apparatus through the 
sending/receiving control part. 

5. (Original) An information distribution apparatus according to claim 1 , comprising 
an image information generating part for adding screen definition information of a rank setting 
screen for allowing a receiver to input the distribution rank by selection, or access information to 
the rank setting screen to each distribution information; and 

a distribution rank updating part for updating contents stored in the distribution rank 
storage part, based on a selection result which a receiver inputs by selection on the rank setting 
screen. * 

6. (Original) An information distribution apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the 
rank setting screen includes a questionnaire column in addition to a selection column of the 
distribution rank, the information distribution apparatus comprising: 

a questionnaire result storage part for storing answer data to the questionnaire column; 

a questionnaire record updating part for receiving answer data to the questionnaire 
column from the receiving apparatus through the sending/receiving control part, and updating 
contents stored in the questionnaire result storage part; and 
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a questionnaire information passing part for totalizing questionnaire results stored in the 
questionnaire result storage part, and sending the totalized result to the sending apparatus 
through the sending/receiving control part. 

7. (Original) An information distribution apparatus according to claim 6, comprising a 
menu storage part for storing predetermined questionnaire contents and questionnaire contents 
provided by each sender, wherein questionnaire contents to be displayed in the questionnaire 
column on the rank setting screen are selected by each sender from questionnaire contents 
stored in the menu storage part. 

8. (Original) An information distribution apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
distribution rank storage part includes a region for storing a distribution rank selected by each 
receiver on a sender basis or on the basis of the kind of information distributed from each 
sender 

9. (Original) An information distribution apparatus according to claim 1 T wherein 
summarization processing of distribution information by the summarization processing part is 
either one of the following processing selected by each sender: processing of conducting 
summarization based on a predetermined rule and processing of outputting an abstract 
previously provided together with the distribution information in accordance with each distribution 
rank from the sender as a summarized result. 

10. (Original) An information distribution apparatus according to claim 1 , comprising a 
standard rank determining part for determining an initial distribution rank based on evaluation by 
a plurality of receivers. 

11 . (Currently Amended) An Information distribution method for mediating distribution 
of information received from a sending apparatus of a sender and distributed to a receiving 
apparatus of a receiver , comprising: 

storing a distribution rank selected in advance bv-easb-the receiver with respect to 
distribution information from eaetv the sender, among distribution ranks defining distribution 

4 

PAGE 6/12 * RCVD AT 1/1912005 5:39:33 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR: USPT0-EFXRF-1 W * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:+* DURATION (mm-ss):03-28 



Jan-19-05. 05:35pm Frora-STAAS & HALSEY + T-3U, P. 007/012 F- 



Serial No. 09/866,680 

conditions containing designation of a summarization degree of distribution information in a 
plurality of levels, in a distribution rank storage part; 

when receiving a request for distribution of disJribuHon.information recejved.from the 
sending apparatus, obtaining H.«tnh U tion rank storage part a distribution imM^h* 

previfiusly.seiected bya-JbS.receiver of the distribution information wtt^espe^ana^eJecM 
^e Q H» n ^nrr» S oondenceto the sende^fjhe.distribution information hu m tho sender, fr o m 

tho distribution rank ctorago part ; and 

summarizing the distribution information in accordance with designation of a 
summarization degree corresponding to the obtained distribution rank to send it to the receiving 
apparatus. 

12. (Original) An information distribution method according to claim 1 1 , comprising: 
when receiving a request for distribution of information from the sending apparatus. 

storing an original of the distribution information in a distribution information storage part; 

when receiving a request for sending an original of distribution information from a 
receiver of distribution information subjected to the summarization processing, extracting an 
original stored in the distribution information storage part to distribute it to the receiving 
apparatus. 

1 3. (Original) An information distribution method according to claim 1 1 . wherein 
distribution ranks stored in the distribution rank storage part are summarized as selection results 
of a plurality of receivers and sent to a sending apparatus. 

14. (Original) An information distribution method according to claim 11 , wherein 
screen definition information of a rank setting screen displayed by a receiving apparatus for 
allowing a receiver to input the distribution rank by selection or access information to the rank 
setting screen are added to each distribution information, and 

a selection result of a distribution rank input by the receiver on the rank setting screen is 
received, and contents stored in the distribution rank storage part are updated based on the 
received selection result. 
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1 5. (Original) An information distribution method according to claim 14, wherein the 
rank setting screen includes a questionnaire column as well as a selection column of the 
distribution rank, 

answer data to the questionnaire column is received together with the selection result of 
the distribution rank from the receiving apparatus, and the received answer data is stored in a 
questionnaire result storage part, and 

results of a questionnaire stored in the questionnaire result storage part are summarized 
and sent to the sending apparatus. 

16. (Original) An information distribution method according to claim 15, wherein 
predetermined questionnaire contents and questionnaire contents provided by each sender are 
stored in a menu storage part, and questionnaire contents selected by each sender from the 
menu storage part is displayed in the questionnaire column on the rank setting screen. 

17. (Original) An information distribution method according to claim 11, wherein the 
distribution rank is selected by each receiver on a sender basis or on the basis of a kind of 
information distributed from each sender. 

18. (Original) An information distribution method according to claim 11 , wherein 
summarization processing of the distribution information is either one of the following processing 
selected by each sender: processing of conducting summarization based on a predetermined 
rule and processing of outputting an abstract previously provided together with the distribution 
information in accordance with each distribution rank from the sender as a summarized result. 

1 9. (Original) An information distribution method according to claim 1 1 , wherein an 
initial distribution rank is determined based on evaluation by a plurality of receivers. 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer program product storin g, in a recording medium. 
a program for allowing a computer to execute processing of mediating distribution of 
information received f rom a sending apparatus of a sender and sent to a receiving apparatus_of 
a receiver , the processing comprising: 
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when receiving a request for distribution of distribution Information recejyedfrom the 
sending apparatus, storing an original of Redistribution information receivgd.f rom the sendmg 
apparatus in a distribution information storage part; 

obtaining, from a distribution rank storage part, a distribution rank defining distribution 
conditions containing designation of a summarization degree of distribution information in a 
plurality of levels, previously s elected by^jhjn-eceiver of the distribution information and 
^ingrt hassd on ^ r r«*n 0 nd 6 nc» tn the sender of With roopoot to t he distribution 

Information from the sender; and 

summarizing the distribution information stored in the distribution information storage part 
in accordance with designation of a summarization degree corresponding to the obtained 
distribution rank, and a l lowing a compute , lu onoouffj pm c-r^l ng o f distributing the summanzed 
distribution information to the receiving apparatus. 

21 . {New) A volatile or non-volatile computer-readable digital storage storing 
information to allow a server to perform a process, the prooess comprising: 

at the server, storing sender distribution rankings supplied by respective users of the 

server* 

' receiving and storing email messages from senders identified by the sender distribution 
rankings, where the email messages are stored for downloading to clients of the users; 

allowing a user to connect a client to the server to retrieve the user's stored email 
messages; and 

at the server, using the user's sender distribution rankings to either limit a number of 
messages downloaded from a particular sender, or to limit a time when messages are 
downloaded to the user, or to limit an amount of content in email downloaded messages. 
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